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Firstly, I very much consider myself to be a responsible dog owner. Secondly, I live 
rurally, and I have always done everything in my power to make sure my dogs are 
100% livestock safe in all situations, including when neighbouring sheep break loose 
and invade our garden, which happens fairly regularly! 
 
I currently own two Hungarian Vizslas (hunting dogs) and I am active in many 
Facebook groups dedicated to the breed. Livestock chasing is a common issue 
among rurally based owners of this breed, and after discussing the issue with many 
hundreds of owners over several years now, I cannot recall one single instance 
where another owner has reported that aversive free reward based training has 
stopped their dog chasing livestock with any degree of reliability.  
 
My own two Vizslas were adopted as adults and on first testing both of them 
attempted to chase sheep. Both underwent a short period of livestock aversion 
training using e-collar and are now safe to be exercised offlead, which allows them 
far greater freedom and higher overall welfare and wellbeing than they would have if 
they had to be kept on lead.  
 
I cannot see that e-collar training has resulted in anything other than massively 
positive benefits for my dogs - they are the same happy, lively, bouncy, confident 
dogs they have always been, the only difference now is that they do not show ANY 
interest in sheep, even if walking in close proximity to a flock that turns and noisily 
runs off.  
 
As a result of my own direct experiences and the indirect reported experiences of 
hundreds of other owners, I now feel quite strongly that the most effective way to 
train dogs not to chase livestock is via e-collar training, preferably carried out under 
the instruction of a professional e-collar trainer. 
  
From reading the published statistics on livestock worrying, this is obviously an issue 
that is getting worse not better, which strongly suggests that the current approach is 
simply not working. I do think that legislation definitely needs strengthening in this 
area, however I do not think the current proposals are the best way to reduce 
livestock attacks, focusing as they do on punishment after the fact rather than 
prevention through effective training - such as can be provided by electronic training 
collars.  
 
Strangely, the Scottish Government still refuses to openly endorse e-collars as an 
effective and humane training tool. They are not banned, they are perfectly legal to 
use, yet the only thing the Scottish Government will say about them is that they ‘do 
not condone’ their use. I dislike hypocrisy, and I have to say, this seems to be a very 
clear instance of just that! I urge the Scottish Government, please, get behind 



electronic training aids and promote their safe and humane use, and I am confident 
you would be rewarded with a resulting fall in livestock attacks.  
 
Thank you for giving me the chance to put forward my experiences and opinions on 
this matter. 


